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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 178042 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO PA-02 HA-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 SP-02 ICAE-00 INRE-00 /034 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA - AMBASSADOR VARY 
APPROVED BY ARA/AND/B - MR. TOYRYLA 
ARA/PPC - MS. MARSHALL 

021963 141525Z/44 

Z 141522Z JUL 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ FLASH 

UNCLAS STATE 178042 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, BL 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS STATEMENT 

1 . BECAUSE TIME DID NOT PERMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT DURING THE 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING JULY 13, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS 
POSTED BY THE DEPARTMENT PRESS OFFICE AND HANDED TO THE 
WIRE SERVICES LATER IN THE DAY. 

2. QUOTE: ON JULY 9 BOLIVIA WENT TO THE POLLS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN 12 YEARS TO ELECT A PRESIDENT AND A CONGRESS. 

ALTHOUGH THE VOTE COUNT IS FAR FROM COMPLETE, THERE HAVE 
BEEN NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS BY INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS AND 
THE BOLIVIAN POLITICAL PARTIES OF IRREGULARITIES IN THE 
VOTING AND IN THE COUNT. 

WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THESE REPORTED IRREGULARITIES 
WHICH WE UNDERSTAND HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE REFERRED TO THE 
NATIONAL ELECTORAL COURT. THE COURT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR DEALING WITH IRREGULARITIES AND WE AWAIT ITS ACTION. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 178042 
END QUOTE. 

2. POST MAY, AT ITS DISCRETION, WISH TO USE THE SAME 
STATEMENT FOR LOCAL PURPOSE. CHRISTOPHER 
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